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(57) Abstract: The package presents a U-shaped cut (7), near a closed end (3), ending with two terminal sections (7 A, 7 A) directed 
towards the closed end; a self-adhesive label (9) is applied on the wrapping (1) to entirely cover said cut (7, 7A, 7A) and presents 
a tab (9A) for gripping and detaching directed in the opposite way with respect to said two terminal sections (7 A, 7A); in this way 
lifting the self-adhesive label (9) causes the opening at least of the area (7X) of the material of the package which is delimited by 
said cut and additional possible tearing (1 1); the package can be closed by means of said label (9). 
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PACKAGE FOR PASTA 

DESCRIPTION 

Packages for various products (including long pasta) have one or both 
5 ends closed by folding back several edges which are overlapped and sealed. 
In these packages, a ribbon is frequently present for offering a gripping 
appendix which can be used to tear the edge of the film forming the package 
for obtaining either complete or convenient opening for picking the product. 

The simplest, most cost-effective and fastest to form packages in the 
10 production chain are made from a tubular wrapping with two transversal 
closed ends, each of which is soldered. This type of package cannot be 
equipped with a peripheral ribbon for tearing the wrapping near one of said 
closed ends. 

The package herein described - generically for pasta, specifically long 
15 pasta or similar - ensures easy opening for picking, offers the possibility of 
stable and efficient closure during packaging and furthermore offers the 
possibility of closing the package again to preserve the residual contents. 

These and other objects and advantages will be additionally explained 
in the following description. 
20 According to the invention, the wrapping presents a U-shaped cut 

located near one closed end, terminating with two terminal sections directed 
towards said closed end; an adhesive label is applied on the wrapping for 
completely covering said cut and presenting a tab for gripping and detaching, 
directed in the opposite direction of said two ends; with this arrangement, 
25 lifting the adhesive label will open at least the area of material of the package 
which is delimited by said cut and the opening can be closed again by means 
of said label. 

Said terminal sections directed towards the closed end lead to 
additional tearing of the wrapping even up to the transversal closed end. The 
30 opening for picking can be thus extended. 

The label can be extended towards said transversal closed end and 
can be arranged next to it or even fastened into it and with it, by means of 
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additional soldering, to limit tlie detachment and consequently permit easy 
closing of the package after partial picking. 

Said two sections of the cut, which are directed towards the transversal 
closed end, can be respectively distanced by a limited extent with respect to 
5 the transversal dimension of the package; in this way, the opening permits the 
partial spontaneous, and consequently approximately dosed, release of 
product, at least during the first picking. This is possible especially in the case 
of long pasta packages. 

The usual tubular wrapping of the package presents a longitudinal 
1 0 soldering; said cut and adhesive label are advantageously arranged on the 
opposite side of said longitudinal soldering. 

The drawing shows possible forms of embodiment of the packaging, 
specifically: 

Figure 1 shows a package for long pasta, seen from the front; 
15 Figure 2 is a partial view according to 11-11 in Figure 1, in partial cross- 

section; 

Figure 3 is a partial view according to Ill-Ill in Figure 1, with the 
package open and the product being released; 

Figures 4 and 5 show a perspective view an end of the package with 
20 the label in closed position and in lifted in opened position, respectively; 

Figures 6 and 7 show a package for short pasta, in initial closed and 
open position, and 

Figure 8 shows another package In closed conditions after the first 
opening. 

25 In the drawing (Figures 1 to 5), numeral 1 indicates the tubular 

wrapping of a package, consisting of a film which can be torn, mostly 
transparent, generally made of polypropylene. The wrapping is formed with a 
longitudinal soldering 1 A for making the tube and Iwo transverse closed ends 
3, 3, generally closed by soldering, with possible deformation of the resulting 

30 thickness. The tubular wrapping is developed in length between the two 
closed ends 3, and Is suitable for containing long pasta (spaghetti or similar). 
In order to facilitate picking the contents, also in partial amounts, 
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according to the invention, a cut 7, essentially shaped as a U, with two 
terminal sections 7A approximately longitudinal and facing the closed end 3, 
is made near one of the two closed ends 3. Furthermore, a self-adhesive label 
9 is applied in the area of said cut 7. The label 9 can be detached by using a 
5 gripping tab 9A; the label 9 covers all the area 7X delimited by the cut 7 and 
also covers the wrapping outside said area 7X. Said self-adhesive label can 
extend up to the closure end 3 and can also be fastened to said closed end. 

The cut 7, 7A can be dimensioned between the two extensions 7A, to a 
reduced extent with respect to the corresponding transversal dimension K of 
1 0 the front of the package 1 , for the purposes described below. 

The package 1 is formed and filled according to traditional methods, 
being the cuts 7 and the application of the self-adhesive labels 9 made on the 
web which is fed longitudinally, i.e. in parallel to sealing 1A, and in positions, 
which are defined with respect to printed references con-esponding to the 
15 closed ends 3, made by soldering or in other suitable way. 

The wrapping is sealed, by the presence of the self-adhesive label 9, 
as traditional wrappings, without the risk of accidental opening along the cut 7, 
7A, 7A. 

Either to pick the product (or during the first picking), by lifting the self- 
20 adhesive label 9 with the help of the tab shaped appendage 9A, the area 7X 
of the wrapping, delimited by the cut 7, 7A, 7A is dragged by the label 9. This 
also causes additional tearing 1 1 of the wrapping, as extempore extensions of 
the sections 7A, 7A of the cut 7; the tearing, and consequently the opening of 
the packaging, can reach the transversal closed end 3, where the tearing 
25 stops. 

This creates an opening developed between the cut 7, 7A, 7A and the 
transversal closed end 3; a fraction, also approximately dosed, of the long 
pasta, or other, contained in the package can slip out and be extracted from 
this opening, according to the ratio of the distance between the sections 7A, 
30 7A of the cut and the dimension K; the package can be entirely emptied by 
additional slipping and extraction operations. 

To close the wrapping 1, once or more times, when the package 
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contains a residual amount of product, the label 9 is simply reapplied to the 
wrapping, with an accurate operation because it is guided by the portion of 
the material of the wrapping (including area 7)0 which remains attached to the 
label 9 and possibly by the area 7X and by a portion of the label, if any, which 
5 remain attached to the closed end 3. In this way, the wrapping is essentially 
sealed again. 

Figures 6 and 7 show a package, specifically for short pasta. The same 
references numerals as the previous example are used in these figures, 
increased by "100". The envelope wrapping 101, of a relatively cost-effective 
10 type, is defined by transversal closed ends 103. The wrapping presents, near 
one of the closed ends 103, a cut 107, 107A, 107A, similar to cut 7, 7A, 7A, 
which is completely covered by a self-adhesive label 1 09 with a tab 1 09A for 
easy lifting. 

In the conditions prior to the first opening, the package is presented as 
15 shown in Figure 6, with the cut 107, 107A, 107A completely closed by the 
label 109. By lifting the tab 109A according to f7, the wrapping is opened 
along the cut 107, 107A by lifting the area 107X even till this generates 
tearing 111 of the wrapping (equivalent to tearing 11) to the contiguous 
transversal closed end 103. 
20 To close the package, the self-adhesive label is returned to its original 

position; this is facilitated by the area 107X which In any case is fastened to 
the closed end 1 03. When the self-adhesive label is arranged very close to 
the closed end 103, the torn section 111 is very limited and closing again is 
nearly complete. 

25 Figure 8 shows a similar package to that in Figures 6 and 7 and the 

same reference numerals are used. 

The packages shown in Figures 6 and 8 are also suitable specifically 
for short pasta or products in granules. 

The cut 7, 7A, 7A or 107, 107A, 107A can be made by a rotating die 
30 cutter located upstream to the tubular forming machine, which closes the 
material of the package along the longitudinal soldering 1A, After this 
operation, the adhesive label 9 and 109 is applied to immobilise the material 
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in the area of the cut. The same label 9 or 109 will later permit opening and 
closing the package. The other operations will remain as usual. 
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CLAIMS 

1) A package for pasta, specifically long pasta or similar, developed 
as a tubular wrapping (1), with two transversal closed ends (3, 3), 
characterised in that near at least one of the closed ends (3, 3), the wrapping 

5 (1) presents a U-shaped cut (7) ending with two terminal sections (7A, 7A) 
directed towards the closed end; and In that a self-adhesive label (9) is 
applied on the wrapping (1) to entirely cover said cut (7, 7A, 7A) and presents 
a tab (9A) for gripping and detaching directed in the opposite way with respect 
to said two terminal sections (7A, 7A); the arrangement being such that the 

10 lifting the adhesive label (9) causes the opening at least of the area (7X) of 
the material of the package which is delimited by said cut (7, 7A, 7A) and 
which can be closed by means of said label. 

2) Package according to claim 1 , characterised in that said terminal 
sections (7A, 7A), directed towards the closed end (3), lead to additional 

15 tearing (1 1) of the wrapping, even up to the transversal closed end (3). 

3) Package according to claim 2, characterised in that said label (9) is 
extended towards said transversal closed end (3). 

4) Package according at least to claim 1 , characterised in that said 
two sections (7A, 7A), directed towards the transversal closed end (3), are 

20 reciprocally distanced to an extent which is limited with respect to the overall 
transversal dimension (K) of the package, such that the opening permits the 
spontaneous, only partial release of the product, which is consequently 
dosed. 

5) Package according to any one of the claims above, in which the 
25 tubular wrapping (1) presents a longitudinal soldering (1A), characterised in 

that said cut (7, 7A, 7A) is made on the opposite side of said longitudinal 
soldering. 

6) A package for pasta, and the like, with an opening of easy picking, 
all as described and illustrated. 

30 
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